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ORD STAGE 2 — LAND RELEASE 

597. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I ask a supplementary question. Considering that the state’s investment is more than $315 million in this project 
and the minister now has each of the proponent submissions before him, what is the maximum leasehold 
payment that the state will receive per year for that investment?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I will quote directly the Leader of the Opposition from the ABC transcript. It states that the state opposition says 
that Western Australian taxpayers should feel ripped off by the state and federal government’s investment of 
more than $500 million in the Ord project.  
Mr T.G. Stephens interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara, I do not need any advice from you. I formally call you to order for the 
first time today. Members, I direct my comments to all of you. I am a little tired of the yelling and screaming at 
the moment.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: If the Leader of the Opposition was not referring to the commonwealth investment, why was 
he talking about a figure of $500 million—because it is the investment of this state and the commonwealth of 
$500 million that makes up this project? He knows that today he attacked the commonwealth government, 
something that he regularly does. I put on the record again that it has been the partnership of — 

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: My question was very directly about what the maximum payment for the leases will be. 
The minister is not answering that. I ask him to come back to the answer on the basis of relevance. 

The SPEAKER: Once again, I say to you that the Leader of the Opposition has asked the question and only one 
person is going to answer it. That is the Minister for Regional Development.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The direct answer to the Leader of the Opposition’s question is that once a proponent for the 
project is chosen, we will be able to define what the outcome for the state will be.  
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